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 Frequently Asked Questions 

STATEMENT: 
The Associate of Science Degree in Nursing (ASDN) at FGC is on its first year of probation (February to 

December, 2020) by the Florida Board of Nursing due to low NCLEX-RN exam scores being 10 percent or 
more below the national average for two consecutive years (2018 and 2019).  

PROGRAM STATUS: FLBON approved/Probation and Accredited by ACEN. 
 

FAQ’s 
 

1. Was the Board of Nursing’s decision based on other factors than low NCLEX-RN scores for first-
time test takers? 
Answer: No, the probation is solely due to ASDN graduates’ low performance on NCLEX-RN for two 

(2) consecutive years. 

2. Will current students or future students of FGC’s ASDN program be able to graduate and take 
their NCLEX-RN exam? 
Answer: Yes, current students as well as future students entering the program who meet the requirement 
for graduation will graduate from the program and be eligible to sit for the NCLEX-RN exam. 

3. Will the ASDN program probation/approved status penalize current or future students? 
Answer: No, current and future students graduating from the ASDN program will be able to work as a 
Registered Nurse (RN) anywhere within the US. ASDN graduates will also be able to enroll in any RN-
BSN and graduate nursing program. 

4. Are any other FGC Nursing & Health Science Programs affected by this decision? 
Answer: No, our Practical Nursing (PN) program has strong pass rates for first-time NCLEX-PN 
average scores. All of our other programs: RN-BSN, HIT & PTA have full accreditation.  

5. Is the FGC ASDN program fully accredited while on probation? 
Answer: Yes, Currently, FGC’s ASDN program maintains full accreditation by ACEN  

6. If prospective ASDN students have previously printed the admission packet, do they have to 
reprint the packet that is back on the FGC’s Website to apply to the ASDN program? 
Answer: No, the ASDN admission packet that was placed back on the FGC’s Website has the same 
admission requirements as the one previously taken down. 
 

7. What will happen to the ASDN program at the end of December 2020? 
Answer: The average scores for first time test takers will be evaluated by the Florida Board of Nursing 
for calendar year 2020 to determine if the scores are10% or more below the national average. If it is 
found to be less than 10% below the national average, the program will come off probationary status 
and if it is found to be 10% or more below the national average, then the program will continue on 
probation for another year. 
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8. Is it possible that the ASDN program could close out? 
Answer: Yes, if the NCLEX-RN average scores remain 10% or more below the national average for first 
time test-takers for two (2) consecutive years, the program could remain on probation for a third year 
and if, after the third year, the passage rate remains 10% or more below the national average for first 
time test takers, then the program will be terminated. 
 

9. What actions has FGC taken to improve the first-time test-takers NCLEX-RN pass rates? 

Answer: We hired an Executive Director of Nursing & Health Science who has a PhD in Nursing. We 
created two (2) new positions and hired doctoral prepared faculty in these positions: Coordinator for 
Testing and Remediation and Coordinator for Skills Lab/Simulation. Additionally, we have a full-time 
Clinical Coordinator to oversees quality clinical experiences for our students. We purchased 100 
laptops for our Nursing & Health Science students so they are tested in similar conditions as that of the 
NCLEX-RN exam. We have made changes to our admission and progression policies to support 
students’ success. We have invested in high quality supplemental resources for our Nursing programs to 
enhance NCLEX preparation and readiness for practice. We renovated a student area that allows social 
and study space near Nursing Classrooms and Laboratories. We instituted the use of uniforms among 
students to improve professionalism in preparation for practice, etc. 

 
 

 
 
 


